























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Behavioral problems related 
Experience with a 
;~EEI ~~~~4~ 
to toothbrushing 
Atsushi OHTA l 
strong 
Akik o 
among a multi-handicapped 
hypersensitivity to 
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Abstract A survey of maladaptive behavior in toothbrushing conducted with a multi-handicapped 
group. The procedure consisted of interviewing and behavior observation. The results showed 660/0 
of the group who required total assistance with their toothbrushing against assistants. The reason 
for this resistance is thought to relate to the patient's low cognitive abilities and hypersensitivity 
of the oral area, as well as the surrounding facial area. 
In our case study, using the Sensory Integrative Approach, hard pressure was applied to the oral 
and facial areas of a hypersensitive patient, over a period of 5 months. 
This resulted in significantly reduced sensitive behavior to toothbrushing. This study shows that 
an undprstanding of the neurophysiological background of behavioral problems, and the Sensory 
Integrative Approach are effective in diminishing the behavioral problems related to the 
hypersensitivity of touch. 
Bull Sch Allied Med. Sci., Nagasaki Univ. 8: 39-44, 1994 
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